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Checklist: Integrated Content & Language Instruction for MLs

Goal: Make integrated instruction a bridge to equity, helping MLs thrive in both content and
language development.

1. Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

[J Pre-teach 5-6 key academic words before reading connected to the text and topic.
[J Reinforce vocabulary using visuals, sentence frames, and collaborative talk.

[J Reuvisit key words in reading and writing tasks.

2. Shared Learning Routines

[J Establish daily learning routines (e.g., Turn and Talk with academic vocabulary).
[J Include text annotation or vocabulary hunts during reading.
[ Plan post-reading activities (oral retell, 5W’s summary sentence writing).

[ Ensure routines are consistent, even without co-teaching.

3. Strategic Grouping

[J Pair higher-proficiency MLs with English-proficient peers for modeling.

[ Pair lower-proficiency MLs with home language partners or same-level peers.

[J Scaffold reading and writing for beginners (shorter texts, visuals, structured responses).
[J Provide guided practice for vocabulary and comprehension.

[ Challenge advanced MLs with longer readings, open-ended writing, and complex
vocabulary use.
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4. Home Language & Technology

[J Use small-group discussions in home language for complex topics.

[CJ Provide comprehension support with tools like Google Read&Write (translations, audio,
vocabulary glossaries).

5. Prioritize Oral Language

[ Activate background knowledge and vocabulary before reading.
[J Encourage discussion, questioning, and explanation aloud during and after reading.

[J Provide frequent opportunities for oral practice to build literacy and confidence.

6. Collaboration & Planning

[J Ensure ENL and classroom teachers have access to lesson plans and pacing guides.
[J Schedule co-planning time whenever possible.

[J Treat ENL teachers as co-teachers, not assistants.
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To recerve updates and news
about Multilingual Learners, and
access to professional development
and classroom resources, please
sign up for our newsletter at
aebll.com/newsletter.
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